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A RESOLUTION CLARIFYING THE MEANINGS OF DATA FABRICATION AND FALSIFICATION
(27/2)

WHEREAS, the purpose the university is creating new knowledge through research and passing on that
knowledge through education;

WHEREAS, the university has a duty to both its students and to the wider world, academic or otherwise, that the
works produced by members are based in fact and are truthful;

WHEREAS, falsified and/or fabricated works if produced at the university undermine the university’s goals of
advancing knowledge through research and education and damage the reputation of the university;

WHEREAS, it is widely reported in academic texts, technical documentation, and mass media that many forms of
Al, especially the most commonly used large language models regularly falsify, fabricate, introduce
calculation errors, generate images at variance with reality, or otherwise hallucinate;!

WHEREAS,; it is important that the university hold all its members, whether faculty, staff, students, or
administrators to uniform integrity standards;

WHEREAS, in the past the academic community has rightly held members responsible for fabrication and
falsification, including removing tenure and removing senior administrators for such
transgressions;?

! Elisabeth Bik, “The Rat with the Big Balls and the Enormous Penis — How Frontiers Published a Paper with Botched AlI-
Generated Images,” February 15, 2024, https://scienceintegritydigest.com/2024/02/15/the-rat-with-the-big-balls-and-
enormous-penis-how-frontiers-published-a-paper-with-botched-ai-generated-images/.; Matthew Dahl et al., “Large Legal
Fictions: Profiling Legal Hallucinations in Large Language Models,” Journal of Legal Analysis 16, no. 1 (2024): 64-93,
https://doi.org/10.1093/jla/laae003; Miles Klee, “Al Is Inventing Academic Papers That Don’t Exist - and They’re Being
Cited in Real Journals,” Rolling Stone, December 17, 2025; Nino Paoli, “Deloitte Was Caught Using Al in $290,000 Report
to Help the Australian Government Crack Down on Welfare after a Researcher Flagged Hallucinations,” Fortune, October 7,
2025; Miryam Naddaf, “More than Half of Researchers Now Use Al for Peer Review — Often against Guidance,” Nature,
ahead of print, December 15, 2025, https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-025-04066-5; Tilly Harris and Rhys Blakely, “Publisher
under Fire after ‘Fake’ Citations Found in Al Ethics Guide,” The Times, December 14, 2025,
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/science/article/ai-cthics-guide-citations-nsnjmz25b; Gyana Swain, “OpenAl Admits Al
Hallucinations Are Mathematically Inevitable, Not Just Engineering Flaws,” Computerworld, September 18, 2025,
https://www.computerworld.com/article/4059383/openai-admits-ai-hallucinations-are-mathematically-inevitable-not-just-
engineering-flaws.html; Joseph Dumit and Andreas Roepstorff, “Al Hallucinations Are a Feature of LLM Design, Not a
Bug,” Nature 639, no. 8053 (2025): 38-38, https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-025-00662-7; Adam Tauman Kalai et al., “Why
Language Models Hallucinate,” OpenAl, September 4, 2026; Iris van Rooij, “Al Slop and the Destruction of Knowledge,”
August 12, 2025, https://irisvanrooijcogsci.com/2025/08/12/ai-slop-and-the-destruction-of-knowledge/; “RFK Jr. Is Letting
Al Help Run the FDA. There’s Just One Problem,” The New Republic, n.d., accessed December 20, 2025,
https://newrepublic.com/post/19827 1 /robert-f-kennedy-jr-ai-assistant-fda-invent-data.; Emily Kennard and Margaret Manto,
“The MAHA Report Cites Studies That Don’t Exist,” NOTUS, May 29, 2025, https://www.notus.org/health-science/make-
america-healthy-again-report-citation-errors.; Lisa Messeri and M. J. Crockett, “Artificial Intelligence and Illusions of
Understanding in Scientific Research,” Nature 627, no. 8002 (2024): 49—58, https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-07146-0.
See Appendix 1 for illustration of images published in peer reviewed journals.

2 Robert F. Service, “Physicist Fired for Falsified Data: Work from Bell Labs on Superconductivity and Nanotech Was
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WHEREAS, the university has an existing research integrity policy in which the meaning of
“reckless”, “falsification”, and “fabrication” are in need clarification in an age of Al assisted
research; and

WHEREAS, the production of falsified and/or fabricated data has never been protected under the umbrella of
academic freedom

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FACULTY SENATE OF THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY AFFIRMS THAT:

1. Faculty, staff, students, and administrators are responsible if they create or distribute materials or works that
include falsification or fabrication of data, calculation, images, or charts;

2. The research misconduct and integrity policies of the university should be interpreted such that if a member
of faculty, staff, student body, or administration is charged with falsification or fabrication for work they have
indicated is their own, their having used an Al tool to produce such text, calculation, or illustration such shall
not on its own be a defense against charges of recklessly engaging in either fabrication or falsification;

3. The research misconduct and integrity policies of the university should be interpreted such that if a member
of faculty, statf, student body, or administration has used an Al tool in the process of producing materials or
works that include falsification or fabrication, disciplinary bodies of the university shall treat these instances
with as much seriousness and have similar sanctions applied as if the work had been produced entirely by
hand; and

4. Whether or not they are generated by hand or by an automated method, including by use of an Al tool,
production of false, falsified, fabricated or substantially misleading, data, calculations, citations, text, chatts,
illustrations, or images shall be understood as having been done knowingly and recklessly as outlined in the
university research misconduct policy.>

Professional Ethics and Academic Freedom
April 30, 2026

Adopted by the Faculty Senate
May 8, 2026

Fabricated,” Science, September 25, 2002, https://www.science.org/content/article/physicist-fired-falsified-data; Jennifer
Couzin-Frankel, “Harvard Misconduct Investigation of Psychologist Released: School’s Damning Report on Marc Hauser’s
Research Shared by Federal Agency,” Science, May 30, 2014, https://www.science.org/content/article/harvard-misconduct-
investigation-psychologist-released; Victor Mather, “Harvard Professor Who Studied Honesty Loses Tenure Amid
Accusations of Falsifying Data,” The New York Times, May 27, 2025,
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/27/education/harvard-business-professor-tenure-revoked.html; Evan H. C. Epstein and
Graham W. Lee, “Harvard Sues Ex-HBS Professor Gino for Defamation, Accusing Her of Falsifying Evidence,” The
Harvard Crimson, September 12, 2025, https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2025/9/12/harvard-sues-gino/; Eugenie Samuel
Reich, “Biologist Spared Jail for Grant Fraud,” Nature 474, no. 7353 (2011): 552—552, https://doi.org/10.1038/474552a;
Stephanie Saul, “Stanford President Will Resign After Report Found Flaws in His Research,” U.S., The New York Times,
July 19, 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/19/us/stanford-president-resigns-tessier-lavigne.html; John F. Burns,
“British Medical Council Bars Doctor Who Linked Vaccine With Autism,” The New York Times, May 25, 2010,

https://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/25/health/policy/25autism.html.
3 https://compliance.gwu.edu/allegations-research-misconduct
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Appendix 1

Figure 1 as published in: Xinyu Guo et al., “Cellular Functions of Spermatogonial Stem
Cells in Relation to JAK/STAT Signaling Pathway,” Frontiers in Cell and Developmental Biology
11 (February 2024): 1339390, https://doi.org/10.3389/fcell.2023.1339390.
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Figure 1 as published in Shimei Jiang, “Bridging the Gap: Explainable Al for Autism
Diagnosis and Parental Support with TabPFNMix and SHAP,” Scentific Reports 15, no. 1
(2025): 40850, https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-24662-9.
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