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Faculty Senate 
May 8, 2026 
Interim Provost Lach’s Report/Pre-Read 

 
● Updates on the Office for Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement 
● George Washington Parliamentary Debate Society 
● Faculty Commencement Reminders 
● Community Events 

○ Pizza with the Provost 
○ Graduate and Professional Student Appreciation Week 
○ Faculty Honors Ceremony 
○ Academic Honors Ceremony 
○ Senator Andy Kim 
○ 2026 Georgeys 
 

Updates on the Office for Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement 
 
The university has made several announcements recently regarding strengthening and advancing 
diversity, equity and inclusion in our community, including updates on the structure of some of our 
offices. On May 1, I announced that, informed by discussions and engagement with stakeholder groups, 
the Office for Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement would be dissolved and its functions 
realigned. The updates are: 

 
● We are creating the new Office of Community, Culture and Inclusion (OCCI) to lead the 

important work of embracing the diversity of embracing, celebrating and learning the diversity 
of perspectives, backgrounds and experiences in our community, strengthening our commitment 
to non-discrimination and advancing equity through equal opportunity, and fostering an 
inclusive and respectful environment that enables everyone to thrive. Working across all schools 
and divisions to achieve inclusive excellence, OCCI will be led by Dr. Jordan Shelby West, 
Associate Vice Provost for Community, Culture and Inclusion, who will continue reporting to 
me and will join the university’s Executive Leadership Team. The Multicultural Student Services 
Center, led by director Vanice L. Antrum, will be part of OCCI. 
 
President Granberg has also appointed Dr. West Senior Advisor to the President for Inclusive 
Excellence for the coming year to lead a university-wide dialogue focused on fostering a robust, 
vibrant, and inclusive campus community in alignment with applicable laws and regulations. 
More information will be shared about this project in the coming months. 
 

● The Honey W. Nashman Center for Civic Engagement and Public Service will continue to 
be led by Amy Cohen, Assistant Vice Provost and Executive Director, who will continue 
reporting to me.  

 
● The Stephen Joel Trachtenberg Scholars Program will join our other scholar cohort 

programs in the Office of Student Success. Helen Cannaday Saulny, who leads that program, will 
report to Kimberley Williams, Associate Vice Provost for Student Success and Retention. 

https://provost.gwu.edu/updates-office-diversity-equity-and-community-engagement
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George Washington Parliamentary Debate Society 
 
The George Washington Parliamentary Debate Society (GWPDS) has won Club of the Year in 
the American Parliamentary Debate Association (APDA). This is an extremely prestigious award 
given to the university that is most competitively successful over a full academic year of debate. 
This award means that GW will be ranked as the best school for debate in North America, 
making us the fifth school in American debating history to win Club of the Year; the other four 
winners are Yale University, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, and the University of 
Chicago. GW’s win also breaks Yale and UChicago’s fifteen-year dominance winning Club of the 
Year. 

 
Faculty Commencement Reminders 

 
Faculty have received several reminders from me regarding registering for Commencement on the 
National Mall and school and college celebrations. I appreciate your assistance in encouraging your 
colleagues to participate in these important events to celebrate our graduating students and all their hard 
work while at GW. 
 
A few reminders for faculty: 
 

● Faculty may rent regalia from the campus store. Quantities are limited and not guaranteed. 
● If faculty are planning to attend Commencement on the Mall, please plan to arrive by 9:30 a.m. 

Processions begin promptly at 10:30 a.m. 
● Commencement is held rain or shine unless we are directed to move by the National Park 

Service, so come prepared. 
● The Metro’s Blue and Yellow lines will not operate between Pentagon City and Braddock Road 

stations on Saturday, May 16 and Sunday, May 17. WMATA will provide free shuttle buses. Plan 
for additional travel time if you will be affected by the service suspension. 

● Freedom250 will host an event near Commencement on Sunday, so there may be increased 
activity and street closures. Updates will be shared as they are available. 

 
Other information can be found on the Commencement website. 
 
Community Events 

  
Pizza with the Provost 
 
I held my final Pizza with the Provost of my tenure as interim provost on Monday, April 13. It was 
generously moderated by Sean Watley, First Generation Program Associate, and we had a strong 
turnout, including students from ADA University in Azerbaijan who are doing a semester at GW. It has 
been a true privilege to set aside time each month to engage with a diverse body of students across the 
university and learn more about their experiences at GW. I understand our incoming provost Ed 
Balleisen intends to continue hosting Pizza with the Provost after he arrives, so I am proud that I had 
the opportunity to institute this new tradition in the Provost Office. (My poet wife came up with the 
alliterative name, by the way.) 

 
 
 

https://commencement.gwu.edu/
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Graduate and Professional Student Appreciation Week 
 
April 20-24 was Graduate and Professional Student Appreciation Week, our annual recognition of GW’s 
graduate and professional students and their contributions to our academic and research enterprise. I 
attended the opening reception and was honored to provide remarks sharing my appreciation for all that 
our graduate and professional students do to enrich our community and make it exceptional. The rest of 
the week included social events, tours of research spaces, career webinars, and more.  

 
16th Annual Faculty Honors Ceremony 

  
On Tuesday, April 21, GW hosted the 16th Annual Faculty Honors Ceremony, where we recognized 
excellence in teaching, research, and service to the university among our faculty and graduate student 
teacher colleagues. The full list of award recipients is available on the Faculty Affairs website. If you 
were unable to attend the event, I encourage you to read the GW Today coverage and reach out and 
congratulate your colleagues who received awards. And please be on the lookout for an invitation to 
submit nominations next year. 
  
Academic Honors Ceremony 
  
On Wednesday, April 22, the university hosted the annual Academic Honors ceremony to recognize 
excellent academic performance among undergraduates at GW. The Outstanding Academic 
Achievement Award recognizes the academic performance of currently enrolled undergraduates who 
have earned at least 60 credits at GW by the fall 2025 semester and are in approximately the top 2% of 
their schools by grade point average. Schools also have the opportunity to select a Distinguished Scholar 
(the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences selects up to four) who has excelled both in and out of the 
classroom. The full list of award recipients is available on the Provost website and GW Today provided 
coverage of the ceremony and this year’s Distinguished Scholars. 
 
Senator Andy Kim 
 
On April 23, the GW Institute for Korean Studies welcomed Senator Andy Kim, the United States’ first 
Korean-American Senator, for a special lecture on the role of Congress with regards to the US-ROK 
alliance. It was a pleasure meeting Senator Kim and delivering some welcome remarks at this event. 
Events like this are a great reminder of how one of GW’s greatest strengths is serving as a premier 
convener of thought leadership that creates a forum for timely discussions and gives our students direct 
engagement with practitioners. 
 
2026 Georgeys 
 
GW Athletics hosted the 13th annual Student-Athlete Awards Gala, or the Georgeys, on April 28. Each 
year, the GW athletics community comes together to celebrate the many incredible achievements of our 
student-athletes throughout the academic year. I was pleased to offer remarks about the incredible 
academic achievements of our athletes and present the President’s Cup to the team with the highest 
combined GPA for the Spring and Fall 2025 semesters: Women’s Tennis. 
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